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ARAB LEAGUE. 25 Aug.—Defence Conference. Chiefs of Staf 
from member States of the Arab League met in Cairo for military 


discussions. 
1 Sept.—Political Committee. A meeting of the Political Com. 


mittee opened in Cairo. 


ARGENTINA. 21 Aug.—Foreign Investment. The Senate approved 
the Bill to encourage foreign investment in Argentina (see 13 August) 
and the Bill became law. 

26 Aug.—Missions. The Government appointed a commission to 
report on Protestant and other non-Catholic missionary activities 
among the Indian aborigines along the frontier and in national defence 
zones in the interior. 

28 Aug.—Gen. Perén declared in a speech at Santiago de Estero 
that the fight against both internal and external enemies was finished, 
The Government realized that the whole country wanted peace. 
Enemies who offered generous and noble hands of friendship would not 
be cheated, and he was happy to tell political parties that the Govern- 
ment did not want their disappearance. 


AUSTRIA. 20 Aug.—-The Russian military Kommandatura for the 
district of Scheibbs was withdrawn. 

29 Aug.—Soviet Note to western Powers (see U.S.S.R.). 

Soviet Note to Austria (see U.S.S.R.). 

1 Sept.—Soviet Concession. The Soviet occupation authorities in- 
formed the Government that besides paying for the upkeep of their 
occupation troops they would also pay for the use of Austrian transport, 
public utilities, and requisitioned apartments and furniture. Payments 
would be retrospective from 1 August. 


AUSTRALIA. 27 Aug.—G.A.T.T. Mr Menzies announced that the 
Government would seek a revision of the General Agreement on Tarifis 
and Trade at the September conference as it was far from satisfied with 
its operation. 


BELGIUM. 25 Aug.—U.N. Committee on Non-self-governing 
Territories. The Government reaffirmed its decision of 18 August to 
withdraw from the committee on the ground that it had exceeded its 
powers beyond the provisions of the Charter. It was emphasized that 
information of a political nature had been requested from administering 
Powers although this had been expressly excluded from the Charter. 


BRAZIL. 28 Aug.—Great Britain. The president of the Bank of 
Brazil said in a press interview that it had been agreed with Britain 
that Brazil should make an immediate payment of £10 m. to Britain, 
and that the negotiators were working rapidly towards an agreement 
concerning payment of the remainder of Brazii’s debt of £63 m. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 23 Aug.—The International Bank for Recon- 
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struction and Development issued a report recommending a five year 
economic development plan for British Guiana costing £38-5 m. 


BULGARIA. 29 Aug.—Turkey. The Government released the 
Turkish lieutenant, Mustafa Shengur, who had been arrested in 1948 
for espionage. He was handed over to the Turkish authorities at the 


frontier. 


BURMA. 25 Aug.—The British-owned oilfields at Yenangyat in central 
Burma were reported to have been freed from rebel control by Govern- 
ment forces. 

31 Aug.—Japan. Mr Inagaki, leader of a Japanese trade mission to 
Burma, announced that a Japanese firm, Taigo Gyogo, had signed a 
contract giving it a 40 per cent share in Burmese-controlled deep sea 


fishing. 


CHINA. 24 Aug.—Korea. Peking Radio broadcast a statement by 
Mr Chou En-lai in which he expressed full support for Mr Vyshinsky’s 
proposal of 18 August in regard to the Korean political conference (see 
p. 512), and declared that the conference should take the form of round 
table discussions by both sides with the participation of other nations 
and not the form of negotiations between the two sides only. He said any 
decisions of the conference would require the unanimous agreement of 
the parties to the armistice, and the terms of reference of the conference 
should be in accordance with para 60. of the armistice agreement— 
first, to negotiate the withdrawal of all foreign forces, secondly, the 
peaceful settlement of the Korean question, and thereafter to discuss 
other questions. He described the U.N. refusal to invite Chinese and 
North Korean representatives to take part in the debate on the con- 
ference as unreasonable, and said the United Nations should keep the 
two Governments informed of all proposals regarding the conference. 


CUBA. 28 Aug.—United Havana Railways. The Government 
approved a draft law authorizing a public debt bond issue of not more 
than 20 m. pesos (£7 m.) for the purchase and operation of the British- 
owned United Havana Railways. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 2 Sept.—U.S.S.R. A protocol providing for 
co-operation between the Czechoslovak and Soviet radio networks was 
signed in Prague. 

Korea. Prague Radio announced the Government’s decision to give 
North Korea economic and technical aid in reconstructing war damage. 


DENMARK. 31 Aug.—N.A.T.O. Gen. Gruenther, Supreme Allied 
Commander in Europe, told a N.A.T.O. study conference in Copen- 
hagen that the most critical deficiency in the west was air power and 
that air reserves were still ‘critically inadequate’. He said Russia had an 
air force of about 20,000 operational aircraft of which a large proportion 
Were jet-propelled, an army of 175 divisions (to which must be added 
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Denmark (continued) 

70 satellite divisions), and more than 300 submarines. He added tha 
intelligence reports indicated that the military strength of the Soviet 
bloc was increasing. 


EGYPT. 22 Aug.—Sudan. Agreement with Umma Party (see Sudan) 

24 Aug.—Canal Zone. The British and Egyptian delegations held, 
fourth meeting to discuss the Canal Zone question. 

28 Aug.—British Complaint re Mau-Mau Emissary. The British 
Embassy announced that the British Chargé d’ Affaires had made repre. 
sentations to the Foreign Minister regarding interviews granted by 
Gen. Nagib and other members of the Council of the Revolution to Mr 
Morumbi, ‘variously described as’ vice-president of the (proscribed) 
Kenya African Union and as a Mau-Mau representative. The Embassy 
statement added that Mr Fawzi, the Foreign Minister, had given an 
assurance that it was not the Egyptian Government's policy to encourage 
subversive movements in British territory. 

Later, Mr Fawzi expressed astonishment at the Embassy statement, 
declaring that it bore no similarity to what took place at the meeting, 
He said: ‘Egyptian policy is consistent: it is against the suffocation of 
freedom anywhere in the world.’ 

30 Aug.—Israeli denial of Egyptian charges (see Israel). 

1 Sept.—Canal Zone. The British and Egyptian delegations held a 
further meeting. 

Egyptian coastal batteries opened fire and forced a Yugoslav 
fishing trawler, believed to be under Israeli charter, into Gaza harbour. 
The captain and crew of seven were arrested. 


FORMOSA. 22 Aug.—Vice-Admiral Clark, Commander of the U.S. 
Seventh Fleet, said that if the Chinese Nationalists decided on offensive 
action against China they would not be bound to consult the U.S. 
Government as President Eisenhower had removed any restrictions on 
such action. | 

23 Aug.—aA British steamer was fired on and stopped in the Formosa 
Straits by two unidentified junks. 

24 Aug.—Another British steamer was apprehended in the Formosa 
Straits by a Nationalist gunboat but was released after intervention bya 
British frigate. The incident was the seventh in the Formosa Straits 
since the Korean armistice. 


FRANCE. 20 Aug.—Morocco. The Government issued a statement 
announcing that according to information received from Gen. Guil- 
laume, French Resident-General in Morocco, the General’s mission of 
reconciliation had met with difficulties which could only be reduced by 
armed force. This the Government wished to avoid using on the eve of 
a great Muslim feast (Aid el Kebir) and against those who were faithful 
to France. The Resident-General had been instructed to take all 
measures necessary both to assure maintenance of general security and 
to place the future of the throne beyond question. 
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A second communiqué issued later in the day, after the deposition of 
the Sultan (see Morocco), said ‘that in the face of the impossibility of up- 
holding the present Sultan without risking the outbreak of civil war’ the 
traditional procedure was necessary to assure the succession to the 
throne. The Government intended ‘that the new investiture should open 
an era of profound political, economic, and social reform; and that it 
should be accompanied by an overhaul of the Administration so as to 
make possible the necessary close co-operation between France and the 
protectorate’. 

21 Aug.—Strikes. The Socialist and Catholic trade union organiza- 
tions—Force Ouvriére and the C.F.T.C.—reached agreement with the 
Government on terms for the immediate ending of the public service 
strike. 

The Prime Minister, M. Laniel, issued a statement confirming the 
Government’s intention of consulting the appropriate trade union 
organizations before fixing the method of application of the decree of 
g August concerning the system of retirement. 

24 Aug.—The executive committee of the National Assembly 
rejected by 10 votes to 8 the demand of Socialist and Communist 
members for a special session of the Assembly, ruling that only 207 
valid signatures had been received to support the request—two short of 
the number required under the constitution. 

The position in the post office was reported to have returned to nor- 
mal except in Paris, but the situation in industries remained confused. 
Workers in the mines, gas and electricity, and engineering were still on 
strike, negotiations with the free unions being still in progress. 

The Government announced that no disciplinary measures would be 
taken against those strikers returning to work the next day who had not 
been guilty of violence, sabotage, or grave misdemeanours. 

25 Aug.—The Communist-controlled C.G.T. railwaymen’s union 
ordered members to return to work that day. 

An act of sabotage on the Dijon-Chalons-sur-Saéne railway was 
reported. 

Indo-China. Laotian demand for transfer of powers (see Indo-China). 

26 Aug.—Strikes. Postal services, railways, Paris transport, and 
municipal services were reported to be working normally and the strike 
to be virtually over. 

27 Aug.—At Angers police had to use tear gas against strikers who 
tried to break into the Prefecture, and at Rouen 4,000 railwaymen 
stopped work in protest against penalties imposed on colleagues. 

Indo-China. The Emperor Bao Dai of Viet-Nam arrived in Paris for 
preliminary discussions with President Auriol to precede full-scale 
negotiations between the two countries. 

= Aug.—Strikes. The railwaymen at Rouen decided to return to 
WOrk. 

Indo-China: Viet-Nam. The conversations between the Govern- 


» ment and the Emperor Bao Dai ended with a renewed French pledge to 


grant full independence to Viet-Nam and a reaffirmation by the 
Emperor of the free association of Viet-Nam in the French Union. 
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France (continued) 

29 Aug.—Franco-Cambodian agreement (see Indo-China). 

Soviet Note ve Austrian Treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 

31 Aug.—The Ministry of Finance launched a tax enforcement 
drive which it claimed to be the ‘greatest ever undertaken’. It was 
directed especially at holders of undeclared foreign investments. 

1 Sept. Marshal Juin on German defence contribution (see North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization). 

2 Sept.—Soviet Note re Four Power Conference (see U.S.S.R), 

Tunisia. M. Pierre Voizard was appointed Resident-General in 
Tunisia in succession to M. de Hauteclocque. 

Price Reductions. The Government announced its decision ty 
reduce the prices of certain foods, oil, and soap by 6 per cent. The 
reductions were to be achieved by the remission of indirect taxes which 
would cost the Exchequer about {21 m. a year. 

Government Programme. M. Faure, Finance Minister, an- 
nounced that the Government had decided to concentrate in the next 
month on lowering prices, then on putting the Budget in order, and 
after that on setting the economy in motion again. 


GERMANY. 20 Aug.—West Germany. Dr Naumann. A meeting 
at Kiel at which Dr Naumann was pelted with eggs and other objects 
was closed by the police. 

United States. An agreement was signed in Bonn under which the 
United States agreed to return to the Federal Republic without reim- 
bursement a number of vessels which had been allocated to the United 
States by the Tripartite Naval Commission during 1945 and 1946. The 
agreement provided that the vessels should not be transferred from the 
Federal Republic’s ownership to other ownership or control except with 
the consent of the United States. The vessels included 123 fishing craft, 
41 tugs, 23 floating docks and pontoons, and 116 miscellaneous vessels 

The east German delegation (see p. 496) flew to Moscow. 

21 Aug.-West Germany. Neo-Nazism. The Ministry of the 
Interior in Lower Saxony announced that a new extreme right-wing 
party—the National German Socialist Workers’ Party—had been 
formed in Lower Saxony by Heinz Telgmann, a Berliner. 

Dr Naumann. The Minister of the Interior of Lower Saxony 
banned meetings of the German Reich Party at Salzburg and Wolfen- 
biittel which were to have been addressed by Dr Naumann. 

22 Aug.—Dr Adenauer condemned the activities of Dr Naumann and 
of right-wing extremists in Lower Saxony and said he expected the 
Land Government to take effective action to deny them the possibility 
of ‘sowing their seeds of poison’. 

Mr Malenkov on Germany (see U.S.S.R.). 

23 Aug.—East German-Soviet Agreement (see U.S.S.R.). 

Polish cancellation of east German reparations payments (see Poland), 

24 Aug.—West Germany. Espionage. A British court at Bielefeld 
sentenced four Germans to prison terms ranging from two to five years 
for espionage on behalf of Russia. 
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Dr Naumann and the German Reich Party. Under new powers 
transferred to it by the U.K. High Commission, the Land Government 
of North Rhine-Westphalia classified Dr Naumann as a major Nazi of 
category 11 and thus deprived him, among other things, of the right to 
stand for the Bundestag or to engage in any political activity. The Land 
Government of Lower Saxony announced its decision to apply to the 
Constitutional Court for the banning of the German Reich Party, the 
party of Dr Naumann. 

East Germany. The east German news agency announced that an 
east German had been sentenced to life imprisonment for taking a 
leading part in the rising of 17 June. He was alleged to have shot a 
policeman. J, 328 

25 Aug.—Speaking in the Volkskammer on the east-German agree- 
ment with Russia, Herr Grotewohl said that after the constitution of a 
provisional all-German Government through free elections there would 
be ‘a free decision of the German people about the future economic and 
political development of the German State’. He added that Russia 
contemplated no ‘political aggression in Germany’. 

Herr Grotewohl announced that Russia had agreed to meet 75 per 
cent of the requirements in food and other supplies of Russian troops in 
Germany. 

Herr Grotewohl announced that the Wismuth Company (which 
exploited the uranium mines near Aue) was to be jointly administered 
by a mixed Soviet-German board. 

The list of the thirty-three concerns to be handed back by Russia was 
published. It included the Buna synthetic rubber works and the 
Leuna works. 

Herr Nuschke, speaking in the Volkskammer, upheld the Russian 
figure of 13,000 for German prisoners still in Russia. 

West Germany. Inter-zonal Passes. The Federal German 
Cabinet decided to ask the Allied High Commission to take up again 
with the Soviet High Commissioner the question of abolishing inter- 
zonal passes. 

26 Aug.—War Criminals. Nine war criminals were released from 
Werl prison, in the British zone, as an act of clemency. 

Swiss Loan. The Economic Affairs Ministry announced that 
Switzerland had agreed to grant to west German railways and to nine 
steel works credits totalling 250 m. marks, of which 140 m. would go 
towards electrification of the Bale-Karlsruhe railway. The credits were 
derived from the German-Swiss debt settlement of August 1952. 

_East Germany. The Volkskammer adopted unanimously a declara- 
tion expressing readiness to join with the Federal Republic in creating a 
provisional all-German Government whose immediate task would be 
the preparation of all-German elections. West Germans were called on 
to ‘destroy’ Dr Adenauer, overcome his policy, and to promote all- 
German understanding. 

A German was sentenced by a Magdeburg court to life imprisonment 
for rial present at the storming of the Magdeburg-Sudenburg gaol 
on 17 June. 
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Germany (continued) 

27 Aug.—Inter-zonal Passes. The three western High Com. 
missioners proposed in separate letters to the Soviet High Com. 
missioner the abolition of both inter-zonal passes and of the permits 
required for residence in the Soviet Zone or the Federal Republic. 

Berlin Food Distribution. A second distribution of food to east 
Germans and east Berliners began in west Berlin. More than 100,000 
parcels were distributed, but many of them were seized by east German 
police at the sector and zonal borders. 

East Germany. The news agency A.D.N. reported that the staff of 
the Soviet High Commission had been reduced by one-third. 

28 Aug.—Berlin Food Distribution. The east German controls on 
persons returning with food parcels appeared to have been relaxed, no 
confiscations at the boundary being reported. 

West Germany. Social Democratic Party Foreign Policy, 
Spokesmen of the Social Democratic Party said the party’s foreign 
‘ policy, while rejecting the treaties with the west and European inte- 
gration, insisted that the purpose of a four-Power conference must be to 
bring a reunited Germany into the United Nations and to incorporate 
her in a system of regional security safeguarding her against possible 
attack. An agreement must be reached that reunited Germany should 
not be allowed to join any military bloc. An all-German settlement was 
only possible on the basis of a four-Power compromise and limitation of 
the freedom of action of a future German Government—chosen after 
free elections—to the field of the United Nations. 

West Germany. United States. A west German-U.S. agreement 
was announced, providing that $15 m. would be made available for the 
building of houses for refugees in west Germany and Berlin. 

zg Aug.—Communist Propaganda. Several hundred members of 
the Socialist Unity Party and the Free German Youth movement who 
had entered from the Soviet zone with anti-Adenauer election propa- 
ganda material were detained in several places in the Federal Re- 
public. 

30 Aug.—East Germany. In a speech at Leipzig Herr Grotewobl, 
Chief Minister, stated that his Government desired to trade with 
countries living under a different political and economic system. He also 
criticized the west German-Israeli reparation agreement, declaring that 
he did not consider that the Jewish people in Israel were entitled to any 
form of compensation from Germany. 

31 Aug.—West Germany: German Reich Party. Clashes between 
the police and German Reich Party supporters occurred at Nuremburg 
and Fuerth as a result of bans on the party. 

1 Sept.—_West Germany: German Reich Party. The Federal 
Government instructed the Minister of the Interior to petition the 
Constitutional Court for a ban on the German Reich Party on the 
ground that it aimed at overthrowing the democratic order. 

Arrests of Communists. The Soviet High Commissioner protested 
in a letter to the Western High Commissioners regarding the arrest the 
previous day of travellers from the Soviet zone to the Federal Republic. 
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Inter-zonal Passes. Mr Semionov suggested in the same letter that 
instead of the abolition of inter-zonal passes, as suggested by the 
Western High Commissioners, the two German Governments should 
after discussion make their own plans. 

West Germany: Social Democratic Foreign Policy. The three 
leaders of the Government coalition parties declared in a statement that 
the Social Democratic Party’s foreign policy (see 28 August) directly 
contradicted the all-party foreign policy manifesto of 10 June. 

Elections: Communist Interference. The number of Communist 
‘invaders’ from east Germany rose to 4,410. They were detained till 
after the election. The Ministry of the Interior said they had been 
ordered to attack polling booths and to destroy ballot boxes. 

War Criminals. The Allied High Commission ordered the establish- 
ment of mixed consultative boards in all three zones to recommend 
clemency and parole for German war criminals still in prison. In the 
British and U.S. zones the boards of five were each to have two Ger- 
mans: in the French zone the board of seven was to include three 
Germans. 

Berlin. Aid for Unemployed. The west Berlin City Council 
announced that a sum equal to approximately £500,000 had been set 
aside for distributions in cash and kind to the unemployed, war pen- 
sioners, and the aged. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 22 Aug.—Guided Missiles. Mr Sandys, Minister 
of Supply, issued a statement which disclosed that British guided 
weapons could travel at more than 2,000 m.p.h. and shoot up to heights 
of more than 50,000 ft. It claimed that no piloted aeroplane could hope 
to outmanoeuvre these weapons. 

23 Aug.—British Guiana: International Bank Report (see British 
Guiana). 

27 Aug.—Hungary. The Government announced the lifting of the 
restrictions imposed on imports from Hungary after the arrest of Mr 
Sanders in 1949. 

U.S.S.R. The Foreign Office announced its decision to extend from 
twenty-five to thirty-five miles the radius from Hyde Park Corner 
within which Soviet officials might travel without special permits. 

Kenya. The Government announced its decision to reinforce troops 
in Kenya by an additional brigade. 

28 Aug.—Brazilian statement re debt to Britain (see Brazil). 

29 Aug.—Soviet Note re Austrian treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 

_2 Sept.—Nigeria. The report on the London conference on the 
— constitution was published as a White Paper (Cmd. 8934, 
price gd.), 


GREECE. 2 Sept.—Bulgaria. It was disclosed that the Greek-Bul- 
garian border commission had initialled an agreement and that pending 
the two Governments’ approval destroyed markings along the frontier 
were being restored. 
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HUNGARY. 27 Aug.—British lifting of restrictions on Hungarian 
imports (see Great Britain). 
31 Aug.—Resumption of diplomatic relations with Yugoslavia (se 


Hungary). 


INDIA. 20 Aug.—Kashmir. On the conclusion of the talks between 
Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, and Mr Mohammed Ali, Pakistan Prime 
Minister, a communiqué was issued announcing that the two Prime 
Ministers had agreed that an administrator should be appointed by the 
end of April 1954 to prepare for a plebiscite which should take place in 
the entire State of Kashmir in such a way as to ensure the least disturb- 
ance to the life of the people. Committees of military and other experts 
would be set up to advise the two Prime Ministers on the necessary pre- 
liminaries for the plebiscite. The communiqué added that progress had 
been made in the discussions in Karachi between Indian and Pakistani 
representatives on the question of compensation for property left 
behind by evacuees at the time of partition. A conference would be 
held as soon as possible in Calcutta to work out details for an exchange 
of Pakistan enclaves in Cooch Bihar against Indian enclaves in Bengal. 
The conference would also consider travel and trade problems and other 
issues relating to east Pakistan and the Indian provinces of West Bengal 
and Assam. 

24 Aug.—Steel Plant Project. The Minister of Production told the 
House of the People that the Government intended seeking a loan of 
£15 m. from the International Bank for the £55 m. steel plant project. 
He said the German parties to the agreement signed in Bonn on 15 
August would provide about £7 m. and would receive a fee of about 
£1-6 m. as technical consultants. 

28 Aug.—Pakistan: Kashmir. A Note from the Pakistan Govern- 
ment was presented. 

30 Aug.—Mr Nehru’s message to Mr Mohammed Ali (see Pakistan), 


INDO-CHINA. 25 Aug.—The French High Command reported a 
marine commando raid (the sixth in one week) on the north Annam 
coast, during which forty-seven Viet-Minh were killed and seventy-four 
captured. Ten junks were destroyed. 

Laos. The Laotian Government asked the French Government ini 
Note to transfer to Laos powers still exercised by France, notably in the 
fields of civil aviation, frontier police, and security services (except 
military services carried out by the expeditionary force). 

28 Aug.—Emperor Bao Dai’s conversations in Paris (see France). 

29 Aug.—Cambodia. Agreement with France. Mr Penn Nouth, 
Prime Minister of Cambodia, and the French High Commissionet 
signed an agreement at Pnom Penh for the transfer to Cambodia of 
police and judicial powers formerly exercised by France. 

French Union forces operating in the Tien Lang district of the Red 
River delta were reported to have destroyed or dispersed the 120th 


Viet-Minh battalion after three days’ heavy fighting during which & 


120 Viet-Minh were killed and 200 captured. 
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In another operation fifty miles north-east of Saigon, fifty Viet-Minh 
were killed and equipment destroyed. 

31 Aug.—The French Command announced that Viet-Minh in- 
surgents had lost 225 killed in French offensives over the week-end. The 
operations were against enemy positions twenty miles and thirty-five 
miles from Hanoi at Tienlang Island and near Wihn Yen. 


INDONESIA. 25 Aug.—-Government Policy. Outlining his Govern- 
ment’s policy in Parliament, Mr Sastroamidjojo, Prime Minister, 
emphasized the importance of Arab-Asian co-operation especially in 
regard to colonial problems, and he expressed a resolve to cultivate good 
relations with neighbouring States. He said the most urgent question of 
foreign policy was revision of relations with the Netherlands. ‘The status 
between the two countries must be changed to one of normal inter- 
national relationship, and agreements resulting from the 1949 round 
table conference which were damaging to the Republic would be revised 
or annulled. 

Other points in his programme included: internal reconstruction 
designed especially to raise the living standard; reform of agrarian laws; 
transfer of people from over-populated Java to other islands; a speed-up 
in the promulgation of laws, especially those relating to security, 
finance, and citizenship; and efforts to bring western New Guinea into 
the Republic’s territory. He promised firm action against Darul Islam 
and other illegal armed organizations. 


IRAQ. 1 Sept.—Government Resignation. The minority Govern- 
ment of Jamil el Madfai resigned. 


ISRAEL. 25 Aug.—Terrorism. Thirteen members of a terrorist 
organization were sentenced to terms of imprisonment ranging from one 
to twelve years. The leader, who had escaped, was sentenced in absentia 
to twelve years. 

27 Aug.—National Service Bill. The Knesset approved the 
National Service Bill after a compromise amendment had been included 
to remove the objections of the Chief Rabbinate and orthodox parties to 
the conscription of women. The amendment ensured that orthodox 
women recruits (who would serve only in hospitals and other welfare 
institutions) would be placed exclusively under the authority of ortho- 
dox women supervisors. The Agudat Israel Party (outside the Govern- 


| ment) opposed the Bill. 


28 Aug.—Border incident (see Fordan). 

30 Aug.—The bodies of five Israelis killed inside Jordan territory 
on 28 August were identified as those of students and not of soldiers. 
The military authorities said they had been on a walking tour. 

Egypt. An army spokesman denied Egyptian charges that an Israeli 
force had attacked a refugee camp in Egyptian territory on 28 August, 


| killing fifteen refugees and wounding twenty-two. 


31 Aug.—Foreign Debts. The Finance Ministry issued a statement 
showing that Israel’s foreign indebtedness amounted to $397,280,000, 
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Israel (continued) 
of which $365,493,000 was owed directly in dollars. The remainder was 
divided between sterling, Swiss, Belgian, and French francs, and Dutch 


florins. , 


ITALY. 22 Aug.—Signor Pella obtained a vote of confidence in the 
Senate by 140 to 86 (Communists and left-wing Socialists) with 10 
abstentions (1 Democratic Socialist and g M.S.I.). 

24 Aug.—The Chamber of Deputies accorded Signor Pella a vote of 
confidence by 315 to 215 (Communists and left-wing Socialists) with 
44 abstentions (Neo-Fascists and Democratic Socialists). 

During the debate Signor Pella said the Government adopted the 
stand taken by Signor Gasperi on 21 July over Trieste, and they con- 
sidered that the tripartite declaration of March 1948 constituted ‘an 
essential factor of effective international solidarity.’ Replying to Com- 
munist criticisms that Italy was neglecting trade with eastern Europe 
and the Far East, he said that the Government wished to increase this 
trade, but he spoke of the disappointing results of efforts to trade with 
Bulgaria and Rumania, and added that Russia had offered grain and 
mineral oil at higher than world market prices, while for six months 
Italy had vainly awaited a reply to Italian proposals to enlarge the list of 
quotas. He gave a warning that the Government would show no weak- 
ness in dealing with law-breakers. 

25 Aug.—Finance. Signor Pella, addressing the Senate as Minister 
of the Budget, said that the deficit in the trade balance in 1952 amounted 
to $728 m., bringing the deficit in the balance of payments to $530 m., 
while the budget deficit for 1952-3 had reached 473,000 m. lire—an 
increase of 45,000 m. lire on the estimates. He estimated the budget 
deficit for the financial year 1953-4 at 417,000 m. lire. 

28 Aug.—tTrieste. Following receipt of the Yugoslav statement on 
Trieste (see Yugoslavia), Signor Pella, Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister, telephoned to the Ambassadors of the three western Powers 
to express his concern. The Palazzo Chigi later issued a statement 
declaring that any ‘ill advised and irresponsible gesture’ on the part of 
Yugoslavia would lead to an Italian reaction such as would be demanded 
by the conscience of Italians. 

29 Aug.—Signor Pella summoned a meeting of the Defence Minister, 
the Chief of the General Staff, and the Secretary-General of the 
Foreign Ministry to examine the ‘police and technical aspects of tue 
threatened Yugoslav attitudes’ regarding Trieste. Signor Pella later 
received the envoys of the three western Powers. 

30 Aug.—Further Yugoslav statement (see Yugoslavia). 

An Italian cruiser and two destroyers arrived in Venice harbour. 

31 Aug.—The Foreign Ministry said there was no truth in the 
Yugoslav report that Italian soldiers had crossed the frontier north of 
Trieste (see Yugoslavia). 

Following further talks between Signor Pella and the diplomatic 
representatives of Britain, France, and the United States, a statement 
was issued saying that the ‘friendly communications’ made to Signor 
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Pella had been ‘such as to reassure the Government and the country’, 
It was revealed that during the talks Signor Pella had been assured that 
there were no grounds for Italy’s fears of a coup in Zone B and that the 
western Powers would not countenance any violation of existing agree- 
ments affecting Trieste. 

1 Sept.—Yugoslav Protest. A Yugoslav Note protesting against 
Italian ‘armed demonstrations’ along the frontier was received in Rome. 
The Note called on the Italian Government to stop such provocations 
and said that otherwise the Yugoslav Government would not be 
responsible for possible consequences and would, if the necessity arose, 
place the question of relations with Italy before a ‘competent inter- 


national forum’. The Note added that recent Italian actions, which, it 


said, were the culmination of Italian ‘hostile policies’ towards Yugoslavia 
were quite ineffective, would render a solution of the dispute more 
difficult, and were, moreover, in contravention of Italian pledges to 
respect the U.N. Charter. 

Italian Reply. The Italian Government sent a reply to the Yugoslav 
Government which stated that Italy had been obliged to take pro- 
tective and precautionary measures, having been confronted with a long 
series of Yugoslav official acts showing a threatening attitude. It de- 
clared that it was the Italian Government’s inalienable right to take any 
action within national territory which it considered justified in deter- 
mined circumstances, and it went on to deplore the unsatisfactory state 


| of relations between the two countries which, it asserted, had arisen as 


a result of the Yugoslav attitude to the Trieste Free Territory, and in 
particular to Zone B. 


JAPAN. 24 Aug.—Prisoners. The Foreign Ministry said that from the 
accounts of returned prisoners it calculated that 50,000 prisoners were 
still held by Russia and 246,009 were alleged to have died. 

29 Aug.—Army. The Deputy Prime Minister announced the 
Government’s decision to increase the strength of the national safety 
force from 110,000 to at least 130,000 (and possibly 150,000) within 
three years. 

31 Aug.—Japanese firm’s contract for share of Burmese fishing (see 
Burma). 


JORDAN. 28 Aug.—An official statement announced that an Arab 
Legion patrol had killed five Jewish soldiers at Beit Madkour, twelve 
and a half miles within Jordan borders. The mixed armistice commis- 
sion had been informed. 

30 Aug.—Israeli statement ve border incident (see Israel). 


KASHMIR. 20 Aug.—Indian-Pakistan communiqué (see India). 

21 Aug.—The Prime Minister, Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed, wel- 
comed the joint communiqué, but declared that no foreign Power 
= would be allowed to interfere with Kashmir’s right of self-determina- 
tion. 


31 Aug.—The Government announced the abolition of compulsory 
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Kashmir (continued) 
levies on food grains. It also announced that all education from primary 
to post-graduate stages would in future be free. Co-education in schools 


was to end. 


KENYA. 20 Aug.—The Government issued a statement on the report 
of the commission appointed to inquire into the terrorist attack op 
Naivasha police station and detention camp on 26 March. The state. 
ment said that the Government accepted generally the commission’s 
findings and had given instructions designed to rectify deficiencies 
revealed by the success of the raid. 

21 Aug.—-Loans for African Traders. Jt was announced that the 
Government had decided to launch a pilot scheme in the Kakamega 
district of North Nyanza to provide loans for African traders from a 
fund of £10,000, half of which would be contributed by the Govern. 
ment and half by the African district council. 

zz Aug.—Kenyatta Case. The East African Appeal Court upheld 
the Crown’s appeal against the Supreme Court’s judgement of 15 July. 
It set aside the order directing a retrial, and restored the sentences 
imposed on Jomo Kenyatta and the five other Africans tried with him. 

23 Aug.—Call to Surrender. Gen. Erskine announced that, from 
the following day, pamphlets would be dropped on Mau-Mau infested 
parts, calling on terrorists to surrender and promising that no one would 
be executed for carrying arms or for consorting with terrorists. The call 
to surrender would also be widely broadcast. Gen. Erskine emphasized 
that there would be no relaxation in anti-terrorist operations and that 
the offer did not mean that murder and other crimes would not be 
punished. He said that a letter from the terrorist leader, Dedan Kimathi, 
to the Governor, offering to stop fighting if troops and police left the 
Kikuyu reserve, indicated that the food problem was beginning to 
affect Kimathi’s morale. 

26 Aug.—A delegates’ conference of the European Electors’ Union 
adopted a resolution expressing dissatisfaction with the Government's 
handling of the emergency. It also passed a resolution calling for the 
encouragement of immigration of at least 30,000 Europeans within the 
next five years and a ban on further Asian immigration except for key 
men. Another resolution adopted called on the Government to allow 
fifty east German refugee peasant families to settle in Rift Valley 
province as a pilot settlement. 

The European elected members placed before the conference the 
following nine principles as a basis for post-emergency policy: (1) To 
build a strong and prosperous State as a bulwark of the Commonwealth 
in British Africa, maintaining British traditions of loyalty to the Crown, 
and justice and freedom. (2) To promote and maintain the Christiat 
ethic. (3) To develop opportunities with a fair reward for all loyal sub- 
jects in accordance with their character and ability. (4) To maintain and 
encourage private enterprise, unless it conflicted with the security of the 
State or threatened the proper development of resources. (5) To pro- 
mote a sense of security among all races, and to maintain the s 
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rights of racial communities in areas established for their respective use 

by treaty, ordinance, or Order in Council: at the same time to develop 
areas of common opportunity. (6) To safeguard the proper interests of 
each race from exploitation by any other, and promote racial harmony 
and goodwill. (7) ‘To protect the direction of the affairs of Kenya from 
extremes of party political influence from overseas. (8) To ensure that 
the direction of the affairs of Kenya should pass progressively to resi- 
dents. (g) To foster and develop friendly relations between Kenya and 
other territories of East and Central Africa, with the ultimate object of 
federation. 

In a speech to the conference, Mr Blundell, leader of the European 
elected members, demanded from the Government a clear statement 
that Mau-Mau members who had taken the third oath and upwards 
would be segregated after the emergency. He also called for the estab- 
lishment of a permanent cadre of European officers for the King’s 
African Rifles and for the creation of Governor’s commissions for 
Africans; for a clear-cut Government statement on closer settlement of 
the European Highlands and for a system there of local government, 
and also for a transfer of land tenure in the Highlands to the aegis of 
county councils. Mr Blundell said the European elected members would 
also press for the development of new areas for Kikuyu and other 
African tribes. He was against allowing the constitutional question to 
become a violent issue at that time, but he considered that the existing 
system would have to be replaced by one of direct representation from 
local people. 

27 Aug.—Reinforcements for Kenya (see Great Britain). 

28 Aug.—The European Electors’ Union conference called for a 
simpler system of justice for Africans and adopted a resolution asking 
for an immediate Government inquiry into criminal law and procedure 
with special reference to cases involving Africans. 


KOREA. 20 Aug.—aAt a meeting of the Military Armistice Commission 
the Communists complained that a member of one of their Red Cross 
teams had been ‘insulted and attacked’ while touring South Korean 
camps. They also complained that their teams were being restricted 
from accomplishing their mission under the armistice terms. 

U.N. Debate (see United Nations). 

26 Aug.—Germ Warfare. Lieut. Walter Jackson, an American 
Army officer, said after his return from a Communist prison camp that 
some Air Force officers were kept in solitary confinement for a year to 
~~ them to sign statements admitting they had taken part in germ 
warfare. 

27 Aug.—Sea Defence Zone. Gen. Clark, U.S. Supreme Com- 
mander, announced the lifting of the enforcement of the sea defence 
zone established around Korea in September 1952. 

29 Aug.—The Communists told the repatriation commission that 
more than 300 Koreans and more than twenty non-Koreans had refused 
to be repatriated. 

31 Aug.—Pyongyang Radio announced that all U.N. ‘war criminals’ 
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Korea (continued) 
convicted by North Korean courts would be released with other 
prisoners. 

1 Sept.—North Korea. A North Korean delegation headed by 
Marshal Kim il Sung, Prime Minister and C.-in-C., and Gen. Nam Ij, 
Foreign Minister, left for Moscow. 

Prisoners. Col. Carne, commander of the (British) Gloucestershire 
Regiment, said after being returned to freedom at Panmunjom that the 
Communists had placed him in solitary confinement for nineteen 
months because of ‘subversive acts’ and ‘incorrect attitude’. He had 
been forced to sign a confession which, he said, was ‘pretty meaning. 
less’, but it was the only way to end Communist persecution. 

2 Sept.—South Korean statement (see United States). 

Czech decision to give aid to North Korea (see Czechoslovakia). 


LIBERAL INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 22 Aug.—A resolution 
was passed at the closing session of the Congress, declaring that a free 
Europe was the ultimate aim, that the west should not decline any 
chance of negotiations with Russia, but that no east-west settlement 
could be satisfactory which did not give countries under Soviet domina- 
tion freedom and independence. 

In another resolution delegates regretted delays in ratification of the 
E.D.C. treaty; stated that the political, economic, and social security of 
western Europe could not be maintained without an effective system of 
common defence in which Germany was included; and welcomed 
measures tending towards European integration, particularly those pro- 
posed for a European Political Community. 

On Africa, south of the Sahara, the Congress recommended a con- 
ference between the Governments of administrative and self-governing 
territories to work out general principles for the future development of 
Africa. It considered that this development should not only provide for 
the progressive integration of Africans into a society equipped with 
modern technique but also give them the possibility to express their 
aspirations, and it said the final aim should be equality of rights and 
duties of Europeans and Africans. 


MALAYA. 22 Aug.—The working committee of the Malayan National 
Conference (sponsored by the Malay rulers of the Federated States) 
announced the following programme as the first steps towards self- 
government: (1) federal elections not later than 1956; (2) an enlarged but 
nominated federal council of go (as against the existing 75) by February 
1954 with a redistribution of seats according to political boundaries and 
populations; (3) a federal executive council in which only holders of 
portfolios would have seats; (4) a national forum in which all political 
organizations would be represented and which would co-ordinate the 
steps to be taken to achieve unity and self-government. 

23 Aug.—-The United Malays National organization and the Malayan 
Chinese Association pledged themselves to strive for federal elections 
in 1954 as a first step to self-government within the Commonwealth. 
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The leaders of the two organizations invited other political bodies to 
join them in their struggle. 

2 Sept.—The High Commissioner installed Dato Mahmud Bin Mat 
as Speaker of the Legislative Council. 


MOROCCO. 20 Aug.—Deposition of Sultan. The French Govern- 
ment deposed the Sultan, Sidi Mohammed ben Youssef, and he was 
sent into exile in Corsica with his two sons. A curfew was imposed 
throughout the country. The decision followed an interview at Casa- 
blanca between El Glaoui, Pasha of Marrakesh, and Gen. Guillaume, the 
French Resident-General, who had returned to Morocco With instruc- 
tions to seek a last-minute reconciliation between the Sultan and El 
Glaoui. Armed supporters of the latter were reported to be already 
converging on Rabat and Fez. 

Later, the Maghzen (Sacred College), over which the Grand Vizier 
presided, proclaimed Sidi Mohammed ben Moulay Arafa, uncle of the 
deposed Sultan, sole lawful sovereign of the Sherifian empire. 

French Government communiqués (see France). 

In a statement to the press Gen. Guillaume said that the deposition of 
the Sultan was the climax to events of ten years during which successive 
French Residents-General had established the impossibility of ‘frank 
and effective’ co-operation with the Sultan, Sidi Mohammed ben Yous- 
sef, who, since 1941 had more clearly linked his destinies with those of 
the Istiqlal extremists. The origin of the rupture could be traced to 
November 1950 when the Sultan had refused to answer the challenge of 
E] Glaoui to disavow the Istiqlal. Gen. Guillaume said the Istiqlal had 
two faces: abroad it appeared to be an ordinary nationalist movement, 
but at home it was a totalitarian party, profoundly xenophobic, using 
unemployed townspeople as shock troops, and modelled on the Bol- 
shevist regime. The Moroccan chieftains had hoped that the Sultan 
would withdraw his support from the party, but instead the contrary 
had been the case, and the chieftains had become convinced that the 
Sultan himself was the true head of the Istiqlal. The fact that the Sultan’s 
elder son was in constant touch with its leaders strengthened their view. 
Gen. Guillaume denied that the French had been at the back of El 
Glaoui’s opposition movement, but he said they had made common 


| cause against the Istiqlal. In the end, he declared, all but five or six of 


the chiefs had joined the movement and if the French had not inter- 
vened they would themselves have got rid of the Sultan ‘in tragic cir- 


| cumstances’. The French decision to restrain the chiefs and request the 


Sultan to leave the country had been taken to avoid an atrocious war. 
It was unthinkable that French machine guns should have been turned 
on France’s friends. 

21 Aug.—The new Sultan was enthroned at Fez, and was later 
publicly proclaimed by the Grand Vizier at Rabat. 

Asian-Arab appeal to Security Council (see United Nations). 

Arrests of Istiqlal leaders were reported to have reached over 
300. 

22 Aug.—T he new Sultan was enthroned in Rabat. 
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Morocco (continued) 

24 Aug.—Istiqlal. Gen. Guillaume said in a press interview that 140 
Istiqlal leaders were in custody. He gave the registered membership of 
the party as between 50,000 and 100,000 and said there was obvious 
collusion with the Communists. 

A train was derailed at Port Lyautey causing two deaths. In Casa- 
blanca a policeman shot dead a Moroccan who had stabbed another 
policeman. 

25 Aug.—Arrests. The French authorities announced that 1,02; 
persons had been arrested in the past week on charges ranging from the 
carrying of arms to murder; a further thirty-seven political leaders had 
been arrested on no specific charge. In addition, several hundred suspects 
had been arrested and later released. 

Spanish Morocco. The Spanish High Commissioner said in a speech 
at Tetuan that Spain could not be indifferent to the recent events in the 
French zone and he deplored the French failure to consult Spain on 
questions concerning Moroccan evolution. 


NETHERLANDS. 25 Aug.—Indonesian Prime Minister on relations 
with Netherlands (see Indonesia). 


NEW ZEALAND. 27 Aug.—Budget. Introducing the budget in the 
House of Representatives in his capacity as Finance Minister, Mr 
Holland, Prime Minister, announced tax concessions totalling {6-5 m. 
of which the most important were an increase of personal exemption 
from income tax from £200 to £230 and an increase in exemption for a 
dependent child from {50 to £65. He announced that a new {10 m. 
Government loan for development projects would be floated in Sep- 
tember. The budget was calculated to provide a consolidated fund 
surplus of £300,000 by March 1954. 


NIGERIA. 31 Aug.—During demonstrations against tax increases at 
Eruwa, west Nigeria, three British officials were wounded, one Nigerian 
killed, and several Nigerian policemen injured. 

2 Sept.—White Paper on constitution conference (see Great Britain). 


NIGERIA CONSTITUTION CONFERENCE. 20 Aug.—The North- 
ern People’s Congress delegation informed the conference that, in the 
light of the final recommendations of the conference regarding the 
future structure of the federal Legislature and Council of Ministers, 
they saw no objection to the return of the four western Ministers to the 
central Council of Ministers. 

22 Aug.—The conference ended after agreement had been reached 
on the terms of a report by all delegates who had not withdrawn from 
the conference. The Action Group which had returned for the final 
meeting agreed with the report except on certain points set out in 4 
footnote. 

The main constitutional changes recommended in the report were: 
(a) Certain subjects affecting Nigeria as a whole should be specially 
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gllotted to the Federal Government. There should be a small number of 
concurrent subjects. Regional legislation should no longer have to be 
submitted to the Central Executive. (6) The titles of the governor and 
the three lieutenant-governors should be changed to governor- general 
and governor respectively. (The Secretary of State made it clear that he 
could not commit her Majesty’s Government on this recommendation 
without first consulting his colleagues (c).) The lieutenant-governors 
should cease to be members of the House of Representatives. The num- 
ber of elected members of that House should be increased so that there 
should be approximately one member for every 170,000 of the popula- 
tion. (¢) The seats should be filled by elections to be held throughout 
Nigeria separately from elections to the Regional Houses of Assembly. 
(e) The lieutenant-governors should cease to be members of the Council 
of Ministers. Apart from the three remaining official members the 
Council should consist of nine Ministers (three from each region) drawn 
from the Central House of Representatives. If no party should com- 
mand an overall majority in the House, they should be chosen by the 
Governor-General on the recommendation of the leaders in the House 
of Representatives of the majority party from each region. (f) In the 
Eastern Region ex-officio and special members should be withdrawn 
from the House of Assembly and its elected membership increased to 
eighty-four. The Regional Executive Council should continue to be 
presided over by the Governor but should no longer have ex-officio 
members. There should be a Premier and not less than eight other 
Ministers. (g) The arrangements in the Western Region should be 
similar except that the special members should not be withdrawn from 
the House of Assembly. The official as well as the ex-officio members 
should be withdrawn from the Executive Council. (4) In the Northern 
Region the arrangements would be unchanged, except that there 
should be a Premier and the number of Ministers should be increased 
to thirteen, including the Premier. (¢) The reserve and discretionary 
powers of the Governor-General and the Governors should be retained 
with certain limitations. (j) Police other than local authority and native 
authority police should be a central function. (k) There should be a 
federal public service and regional public services. (/) A Fiscal Com- 
missioner should be appointed by the Secretary of State to submit 
recommendations on certain matters, including a revised scheme for 
revenue allocation. (m) The conference should reassemble in Nigeria in 
January 1954 or as soon as possible thereafter to consider the Fiscal 
Commissioner’s report and other outstanding matters. 

_ The report also recorded the decisions of H.M. Government regard- 
ing Lagos; the decision to convene a conference in not more than three 
years’ time to review the new constitution; and the British Govern- 
ment’s declaration concerning the grant of self-government, as already 
reported (see pp. 506-7). 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 31 Aug.—Gen. 
Gruenther on allied air weakness and Russian strength (see Denmark). 
1 Sept.—Marshal Juin, C.-in-C., Allied Forces, Central Europe, 
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization (continued) 
said at a luncheon in Paris that the forces available for defence of his 
area were insufficient and a German armed contribution was essential, 


NYASALAND. 20 Aug.—Demonstrations with some window-breaking 
took place in Luchenza after the arrest of a headman. The disorders 
followed the death of an African the previous day when the police 
charged to disperse a crowd which had gathered to support some 
Africans accused by Europeans of stealing fruit. 

23 Aug.—Three members of the Congress executive were sentenced 
to prison terms of up to thirteen months for sedition and attempting to 
undermine the authority of a chief. 

28 Aug.—Police used tear gas and charged with batons to break up 
demonstrations instigated by African Congress members at Kadawira 
in the Chiradzulu district. 

29 Aug.—Police reinforcements arrived by air from Southern 
Rhodesia. 

The official wireless reported disturbances also in the Nkenge district. 

31 Aug.—Casualties during the recent disorders were officially 
stated to be two Africans killed, one died of wounds, one seriously 
wounded, and sixteen less seriously injured. 

1 Sept.—A police patrol, ambushed at Chitera in the south, opened 
fire, killing one African and wounding several others. 


PAKISTAN. 20 Aug.—Indian—Pakistan communiqué on Kashmir, etc. 
(see India). 

28 Aug.—Note to India re Kashmir (see India). 

30 Aug.—Mr Mohammed Ali received a message from Mr Nehru. 

1 Sept.—Kashmir. Mr Ghulam Mohammed, Governor-General, 
reaffirmed in a speech to the Bar Association that Pakistan would not 
bargain the freedom of Kashmir but would stand firmly by their pledge 
to see that Jammu and Kashmir would decide their own fate by a free 
plebiscite. 

Mr Mohammed Ali, Prime Minister, also gave an assurance in a 
broadcast that Pakistan would stand by its pledge to secure self- 
determination for Kashmir. He denied rumours that he had agreed to 
the dropping of Admiral Nimitz as plebiscite administrator, and said 
there was no question of withdrawing the Kashmir case from the 
Security Council. He also said he had great faith in Mr Nehru’s states- 
manship and that he was convinced he would honour the agreement 
they had reached, both in the letter and spirit. 


PERSIA. 20 Aug.—Dr Musaddiq was arrested together with three of 
his followers—Dr Moazemi, former president of the Majlis, Dr Hussein 
Sadiqi, former Minister of the Interior, and Dr Sayed Ali Shayegan, 4 
member of the oil nationalization team. | 

Gen. Zahedi, the new Prime Minister, said in a broadcast: ‘Now we 
want friendly relations with all foreign countries.’ 
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Tehran Radio reported that Mr Hussein Makki had expressed 
his support for the new Government. 
tial, Mr Bagher Kazemi, Ambassador to France, and Mr Chemsiddine 
Amir Ali, Ambassador to Belgium, resigned their posts. 

21 Aug.—It was announced that Gen. Shahbakhti had been appointed 


ing Governor of Azerbaijan. 
ke 22 Aug.—The Shah returned to Persia. He declared in a broadcast 
mice He that he nursed no grudge in his heart but when the constitution was 
me violated, the Majlis dissolved, the Army disintegrated, and Treasury 
funds dissipated, then the law had to be carried out. He thanked the 
ced people for rising to preserve the national traditions. 
gt It was reported that tribesmen supporting Dr Musaddiq had seized 
the police barracks at Semirom in Central Persia. 
as 23 Aug.—The Shah told the press that Dr Musaddiq’s regime had 
" bequeathed a terrible situation. The nation’s treasury was very empty 
ven and immediate help was imperative: it would be accepted from any 
quarter. He announced that the distribution of Crown lands to poor 
om peasants would be resumed on the morrow. 
ally New Government. Gen. Zahedi, Prime Minister, presented his new 
sat Government to the Shah. It included: Hossein Meftah, acting Foreign 
y Minister; Ahmad Hossein Adl, Agriculture; Dr Aliamini, Finance; 
a Jamal Ahari, Justice; Gen. Mohammed Hossein Jahanbani, Interior; 
Gen. Ahmad Vossugh, acting War Minister; Dr Purhumayun, National 
Economy. 
Gen. Zahedi stated that Hussein Fatemi, the former Foreign Minister 
ete, who had been reported to have been torn to death by the crowd on 19 
August, had apparently escaped. 
25 Aug.—Gen. Zahedi told the press that Persia would continue the 
uu. negotiations with Russia started by Dr Musaddiq. 
ral, The military Governor of Tehran revealed that thousands of ‘Iranian 
not Republic’ postage stamps ready for issue had been found in Tudeh 
dge party hiding places. 
ree 26 Aug.—U.S.A. Gen. Zahedi sent a message to President Eisen- 
hower in which he expressed the hope that the United States would 
na help Persia at such a critical moment, and said that his Government 
elf- desired to maintain friendly relations with other countries and would 
| to seek to eliminate existing differences in a friendly spirit and according 
aid to ‘accepted principles of international intercourse’. 
the It was learned that Mullah Kashani had announced his intention of 
tes retiring from politics. 
ent 27 Aug.—U.S.A. The American Ambassador delivered to the Shah 
a message from President Eisenhower which said that the U.S. Am- 
bassador had been authorized to consult with Gen. Zahedi regarding 
> of the development of aid programmes. 
ein Gen. Zahedi announced that the late Government had bequeathed 
n, a a debt of 17,705,125,040 rials to the nation. 
30 Aug.—The Supreme Court was re-established by decree. 
we Gen. Alavi Moghadem was appointed Chief of Police. 


Army. Tehran Radio reported a statement by the deputy Minister of 
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Persia (continued) 
War that the army would be strengthened, reformed, and kept aloof 
from politics. 

31 Aug.—It was announced that the Shah had reappointed Hussein 
Ala as Court Minister in place of Abolqasim Amini. 

2 Sept.—A Government spokesman announced that 200 dispensaries 
would be immediately constructed throughout the country. He also 
said that there was to be an increase of 160 m. rials in the education 
budget for new schools. 


POLAND. 23 Aug.—East Germany. Warsaw Radio announced that 
Poland would take no more reparations from east Germany after 


1 January 1954. 


RHODESIA, NORTHERN. 1 Sept.—Indian Immigration. The 
Indian High Commissioner in East Africa denied an allegation made 
by Sir Roy Welensky that Indian immigration into Rhodesia was being 
encouraged by Indian official agencies. He said that India only asked 
that Indians be given the same treatment as other immigrants. 


RHODESIA, SOUTHERN. 27 Aug.—Definition of Partnership. Sir 
Godfrey Huggins and Sir Roy Welensky, leaders of the Federal Party, 
agreed on the following definition of partnership and co-operation in 
their context in the preamble to the federal scheme: (1) The desirability 
of conforming to a system that would enable white and black to live 
in harmony; (2) the realization that the European and the African had 
distinctive and complementary parts to play in the federation and that 
each should be rewarded according to his contribution to the partner- 
ship; (3) the recognition of the natural desire on the part of each race to 
develop on traditional lines, and the need for bearing this in mind in the 
provision of facilities and amenities so long as existing wide differences 
existed in the cultural levels of the masses of the people; (4) the gradual 
extension of political rights and privileges to those who conformed to 
civilized standards of behaviour and culture, with a corresponding 
diminution in special political representation, and (5) the acceptance of 
the principle that persons acquiring political rights could no longer en- 
joy special privileges. 


RUMANIA. 21 Aug.—Yugoslav protest (see Yugoslavia). 

23 Aug.—Mr Gheorghiu-Dej, Prime Minister, declared in a speech 
that industrialization of the country had been at the expense of agricul- 
ture and that to improve living standards more attention would in future 
be concentrated on the production of food and other consumer goods. 


SAAR TERRITORY. 21 Aug.—Herr Hoffmann, Prime Minister, told 
the press that Prince Hubertus Loewenstein, leader of the German 
Action party, had planned a coup d’état in the Saar the previous weck- 
end. About 200 west German students were to have proclaimed the 
‘Federal State of the Saar’ and ‘recaptured’ some villages on the west 


of 
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German-Saar border. The authorities had discovered the plot through 
leaflets confiscated from Saarlanders going to a rally in west Germany. 


SCANDINAVIAN FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE. 
1 Sept.—After a two-day conference in Stockholm a statement was 
issued which (1) announced that the Ministers would support efforts to 
transform the Korean armistice into a lasting peace, and (2) expressed 
the hope that it would soon be possible for the Peking Government to 
represent China in the United Nations. 


SIAM. 26 Aug.—Lieut.-Gen. Kat Katsonggram and ten other persons 
alleged to be Communist suspects were arrested on the ground that they 
were plotting to overthrow the Government. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 24 Aug.—Separate Amenities Bill. The United 
Party voted with the Government at the second reading of the Bill to 
provide separate amenities in buildings, vehicles, etc. for different 
races, but said that in the committee stage they would propose amend- 
ments to ensure that there would be no gratuitous unfairness. 

28 Aug.—International Bank Loans. Mr Havenga, Finance 
Minister, announced that the International Bank had granted two loans, 
of $30 m. each, to South Africa—one to increase electric power 
supplies and the other to expand the railways. Both carried interest at 
4} per cent and were for a term of ten years with repayment starting 


in 1955. 


SPAIN. 25 Aug.—Spanish criticism of France regarding Morocco (see , 
Morocco). 
27 Aug.—Spanish-Vatican concordat (see Vatican City). 


SUDAN. 22 Aug.—Umma Party. A conference of provincial com- 
mittees of the Umma Party received a message from Sir Sayed Abd el 
Rahman el Mahdi declaring that he had agreed with Umma leaders that 
the party should advocate a democratic republican regime after the 
attainment of independence. The Mahdi’s son, Siddiq, president of the 
Umma Party, told the conference that the party would resist any 
attempts by either Britain or Egypt to violate the Sudan agreement. 

Details were disclosed of the gentleman’s agreement concluded 
between the Umma Party and the Egyptian Government. The Egyptian 
Government had undertaken not to favour one Sudanese section against 
another; to forward any financial assistance she might give the Sudan 
through the Sudan Government; to help the Sudan to get a fair share of 
the Nile waters; to urge the United States to include the Sudan in the 
Point Four programme; and to urge that the Sudan should be represent- 
ed in non-political international conferences. 

Abdulla Khalil, secretary of the party, presented the party’s pro- 
gramme for the transitional period. It aimed at Sudanization of the 
administration, police force, and army; the maintenance of security; 
expansion of the Sudanese army to take over from British and Egyptian 
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forces on their withdrawal; the reduction of living costs; and th 
framing of sound economic and social plans. Foreign capital was to lk 
welcomed and good relations with Britain and Egypt maintained. 


TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 30 Aug.—The Italian political parties 
in Trieste issued a joint statement saying that the free population of 
Trieste would not tolerate any act of force by Yugoslavia, and calling 
on the allied authorities to inform their Governments of the danger 
caused by the heightening of the tension in the Adriatic (see also Italy 


and Yugoslavia). 
TUNISIA. 2 Sept.—New Resident-General (see France). 
TURKEY. 29 Aug.—Bulgarian release of Turkish officer (see Bulgaria), 


UNITED NATIONS 
General Assembly—Political Committee 

20 Aug.—Korea. Continuing the debate on the political conference 
for Korea, Mr Selwyn Lloyd (U.K.) said the Korean allies did not seck 
to dictate about the presence of the Communist belligerents at the 
conference and they could not accept the elimination by Mr Vyshinsky 
of any of their own side. He pleaded for speedy and efficient action by 
the Committee rather than long debate. 

U S. statement on Indian participation (see United States). 

21 Aug.—ZJndian Draft. The Indian delegation tabled a resolution 


» Proposing that the Assembly should instruct the Secretary-General to 


transmit its decisions and a transcript of its debate to the Peking and 
North Korean Governments and to report back to the Assembly. 

24 Aug.—Dr Pyun, South Korean Foreign Minister, said ‘it would be 
next to impossible’ for South Korea to take part in the political con- 
ference on the same side as India whom he bitterly attacked. He declared 
that her part in the Korean conflict had been mainly appeasement of the 
Communist aggressors: she had done nothing but disservice to the cause 
of freedom and was trafficking and intriguing with the Communists to 
make the free world look contemptible. He supported the ‘two sides’ 
concept of the conference and insisted that it should be limited to 
belligerents with the exception of Russia who, having ‘master-minded’ 
and supported the invasion, should come in on the Communist side. He 
maintained that the mutual defence pact between South Korea and the 
United States as well as the sixteen-nation declaration were merely 
designed to counter-balance the long-standing military pacts between 
North Korea and Communist China and between China and the Soviet 
Union. These countries, he said, wished to see Korea as a military 
vacuum so that they could take it over without cost or effort. 

Outside the conference room Senator Wiley (U.S.A.) expressed the 
hope that India would decide not to take part in the political conference 
and thus, by avoiding a vote on the issue, ‘defeat the Kremlin’s game’. 

Chinese statement re conference (see China). 
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25 Aug.—Revised Soviet Draft. Mr Vyshinsky submitted a revised 
draft proposing that Indonesia, Syria, Egypt, and Mexico should take 
part in the conference in addition to the eleven countries named in his 
earlier resolution (Britain, U.S.A., Russia, France, Communist China, 
North Korea, South Korea, Burma, India, Czechoslovakia, and Poland.) 
He declared that the conference would be doomed to failure if it were 
limited to belligerents and that it was inadmissible to select participants 
on the basis of their sympathies or support of one of the two sides. 

26 Aug.—Sir Gladwyn Jebb (U.K.) restated the British view that 
India should attend the conference and that the negotiations should 
take place round, rather than across, the table. He did not think it was 
essential that the conference should be attended only by belligerents 
but said Britain was content to await the decision of the Assembly. 

Mr Lodge (U.S.A.) said the Russian draft was unacceptable to the 
United States, and he pointed out that, in spite of Mr Vyshinsky’s 
assurances, the provision in the Russian text that all decisions of the 
conference must be endorsed by the signatories of the armistice still 
seemed to exclude South Korea. 

Mr Vyshinsky stated that the sixteen-Power draft was unacceptable 
to the Communist side. 

27 Aug.—The sixteen-nation joint draft was adopted in the Political 
Committee by 42 votes to § with 12 abstentions, and the Soviet draft was 
rejected by almost identical figures. 

The motion in favour of Russian participation was accepted by 55 
votes to 2 (Uruguay and Nationalist China) with 2 abstentions (South 
Africa and Argentina). 

The resolution in favour of Indian participation was adopted by 27 
votes to 21 (United States, Greece, Pakistan, and South American 


: States) with 11 abstentions (Argentina, Belgium, France, Iceland, Israel, 


Luxembourg, Netherlands, Philippines, Siam, South Africa, Turkey). 


General Assembly—Plenary Session 

28 Aug.—Mr Menon (India) announced that his delegation would 
not press for a vote on the motion inviting India to attend the political 
conference on Korea. (The vote in the political committee had indicated 
that the two-thirds majority required in the Assembly would not be 
forthcoming.) 

The Assembly endorsed the sixteen-Power resolution by 43 votes to 5 
with ro abstentions. It recommended that all States which bore arms 
under the U.N. flag, together with South Korea, should be entitled to 
send delegates to the peace conference which should meet not later than 
28 October at a place to be arranged by the U.S. and Communist side. 
All these Governments would retain their liberty of action regarding any 
decisions of the conference, 

The Assembly decided by 55 votes to 1 with 1 abstention that the 
Soviet Union should be invited to take part in the conference ‘provided 
the other side desires it’. A Russian proposal to delete the proviso was 
defeated by 34 votes to 14 with 8 abstentions. 

The Indian proposal that the Secretary-General should be requested 
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to communicate the Assembly’s decisions to the Chinese Communists 
and to ‘report as appropriate’ was adopted by 54 votes to 3 with ; 
abstention. 

The Assembly rejected the Soviet proposal for a fifteen-nation 
conference by 43 votes to 5 with 11 abstentions, when submitted as an 
amendment to the allied proposals, and later, when reintroduced as a 
separate resolution, by 42 votes to 5 with 12 abstentions. 


Secretariat 

1 Sept.—Indemnities for Dismissed Staff. The U.N. adminis- 
trative tribunal, which had been considering appeals of a number of 
American subjects who had been dismissed from the Secretariat, 
decided that eleven of the dismissals were ‘illegal’ and awarded com- 
pensation ranging from $6,000 to $40,000 to those claimants who were 
not seeking re-admission. Those appealing had all invoked consti- 
tutional privilege in refusing to testify to Communist affiliations before 
the internal security committee of the U.S. Senate. 

2 Sept.—Mr Hammarskjild, Secretary-General, announced that he 
would exercise his right of veto and not reinstate the four dismissed 
American employees of the Secretariat whose reinstatement had been 
recommended by the administrative tribunal. He considered that 
their reinstatement would be inadvisable. 


Security Council 

21 Aug.—Morocco. The sixteen Asian and Arab States requested 
the Council to debate the situation created by the deposition of the 
Sultan of Morocco. 

26 Aug.—The Council met to consider the Asian-Arab request. 

M. Houppenot (France) urged the Council to refuse the demand that 
the Moroccan situation be placed on the agenda, declaring that no one 
could seriously pretend that it was likely to endanger international peace. 

27 Aug.—The U.S. delegate supported the French position. 

31 Aug.—The French delegate protested against the presence of Mr 
Balafrej, secretary-general of the Istiqlal, as an adviser to the Pakistan 
delegation, on the ground that as a Moroccan subject he had no part in 
the discussion. It transpired, however, that Mr Balafrej had been given 
Pakistan nationality after his entry into the United States, and the 
Pakistan delegate produced a letter to show that he had been cleared 
by the secretariat as a member of the Pakistan delegation. The President 
therefore left the matter to be taken up at Governmental level. 

The British and U.S. delegations opposed discussion of the Asian- 
Arab complaint on the ground that it would be unwarranted interfer- 
ence in internal affairs. The Russian and Chinese Nationalist delega- 
tions supported the complaint. 


UNITED NATIONS SUGAR CONFERENCE 
24 Aug.—aAn international sugar agreement was approved by dele- 
gates of fifty-one countries attending the conference in London. ‘The 


po 
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agreement aimed at assuring supplies of sugar to importing countries 
and markets to exporting countries at equitable and stable prices. 
Under its terms exporting countries agreed to accept standard quotas 
and to regulate their exports when requested to do so by an International 
Sugar Council set up by the conference. The agreement was subject to 
ratification and open for signature from 15 September to 31 October. 


UNITED STATES. 20 Aug.—Return of ships to west Germany (see 

"ermany ). 

"Eanes Political Conference. Mr Lodge, U.S. delegate to the 
United Nations, announced to the press that the United States would 
vote against Indian participation at the conference on the ground that 
no preference should be given to one non-belligerent over any others. 

22 Aug.—Mutual Security. Mr Stassen, Director of the M.S.A., 
told the press that Russia’s possession of the hydrogen bomb was an 
important factor in world security and he had recommended to Presi- 
dent Eisenhower a big speed-up in deliveries of military equipment to 
America’s allies. He reported that from 1 January—3o June the United 
States had delivered to her allies military equipment worth $2,363 m., 
compared with $880 m. in the first six months of 1952. 

Foreign Economic Policy Commission. President Eisenhower 
announced the appointment of Mr Randall as chairman of the com- 
mission on foreign economic policy. 

23 Aug.—Atomic Information. A letter from Mr Bedell Smith, 
acting Secretary of State, to Senator Wiley, chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, was published in which Mr Smith 
recommended a greater exchange of atomic information with allied 
countries, 

24 Aug.—Douglas Report on Trade and Currency. The White 
House published a report by Mr Lewis Douglas, former Ambassador to 
Britain, on questions of trade and currency particularly as related to 
sterling, which the President had asked him to write after the visit of Mr 
Eden and Mr Butler in March. The report stated that fuller conver- 
tibility of sterling was essential to the restoration of economic freedom 
in large parts of the world and that the status of sterling and the 
financial strength of the sterling area deeply affected U.S. national 
interests. It advocated U.S. action to remove as soon as possible impedi- 
ments to freer trade and currencies and urged that pending new legisla- 
tion the Government should promptly announce its intention to simplify 
Customs practice and to relax restrictive foreign trade legislation. Mr 
Douglas suggested that oversea investment might be undertaken by a 
combination of Government agencies working in association with 
private management and capital. He also urged the adoption of measures 
to abate violent fluctuations in prices of raw materials and suggested 
that co-ordination between Governments could help towards this end. 
The report had been sent to Mr Randall, chairman of the Commission 
on Foreign Economic Policy. 

26 Aug.—Mr Dulles. In a speech at Boston to the American Ba 
Association, Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, said that the only answer to 
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the ‘coerced unity of the Soviet-dominated world’ was ‘the volun 
association of free nations for the common defence’ and that it was 
therefore essential for America ‘to win friends and allies, to bind them to 
us and us to them in dependable ways’. He said that in 1955, when the 
question would be on the agenda, the United States would vote in 
favour of a conference to review the U.N. Charter because, he said, ‘it 
had revealed serious inadequacies.’ It was a pre-atomic Charter and as 
a result its provisions dealing with disarmament and the regulation of 
armaments were not nearly emphatic or realistic enough. The United 
Nations also suffered because, having been planned as a prolongation of 
a war-time coalition, primary authority resided in the Security Council, 
and the authority of the General Assembly was reduced to that of an 
advisory body. ‘We now see the inadequacy,’ said Mr Dulles, ‘of an 
organization whose effective functioning depends upon co-operation 
with a nation which is dominated by an international party seeking 
world domination.’ He also criticized the United Nations’ failure to 
develop international law as an effective code for the world community, 
Mr Dulles strongly opposed the Bricker amendment (which would 
impose Congressional limitations on the Administration’s treaty-making 
powers), declaring that its acceptance would have a ‘calamitous effect’ 
upon the United States’ international position. 

Communism. Five Communists were sentenced at Pittsburgh to 
five years’ imprisonment for conspiring to teach and advocate the 
violent overthrow of the Government. 

27 Aug.—Revised Budget. The Administration issued a review of 
the 1954 budget on the basis of the new obligational authority provided 
by Congress. It estimated a revised deficit of $3,800 m. as against Mr 
Truman’s estimate of $9,900 m., the reduction being largely due to a 
decrease of $6,500 m. to $72,100 m. in estimated expenditure. Of this 
reduction $3,900 m. was to be derived from savings in the military 
establishment and $1,300 m. from economies in international pro- 
grammes. Defence, mutual security, and atomic energy accounted for 
$50,000 m. or nearly 70 per cent of total expenditure. The report 
showed that the final deficit for the 1953 fiscal year (ended on 30 June) 
was $9,400 m.— $3,500 m. more than President Truman’s estimate. 

Persia. President’s message to Gen. Zahedi (see Persia). 

28 Aug.—Agreement re refugee housing in Germany (see Germany). 

29 Aug.—Soviet Note re Austrian treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 

1 Sept.—Dismissed U.N. Staff: Indemnities to (see United 
Nations, Secretariat). 

Korean Political Conference. After a meeting of delegates of the 
seventeen U.N. nations designated to take part in the political con- 
ference on Korea, it was announced that there had been a general identity 
of view regarding the time and possible site for the conference. 

Russian Atomic Explosion. The Atomic Energy Commission 
announced that Russia had set off another atomic explosion of the non- 
hydrogen type on 23 August. 

2 Sept.—Soviet Note re four-Power conference (see U.S.S.R.). 
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Korea. In a speech at St Louis Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, 
emphasized the importance as deterrents of both the U.S.-South 
Korean security pact and the sixteen-nation declaration that any 
renewal of aggression would be promptly resisted and that their action 
would probably not be confined to Korea. Defending the armistice, 
Mr Dulles said the cost of aggression to the Communists had been 
enormous and the gain nil. Forces had been checked which would 
otherwise ‘have gone on to imperil the United States’. The armistice 
had also established the right of enemy prisoners to political asylum. 
Mr Dulles also defended the U.S. stand against the inclusion of India 
at the political conference. He said South Korea had a deep distrust of 
India and South Korea was not a puppet which could be ignored. 

South Korea. Mr Pyun, Foreign Minister, complained at a press 
conference that the United States was rehabilitating Japan in the name 
of Korean aid and that South Korea had been prevented from building 
up industries which would have made her independent of Japan. He 
said that the minimum terms which South Korea was prepared to 
accept at the political conference would be the withdrawal of Chinese 
forces from Korea and unification of the country. 


US.S.R. 20 Aug.—Hydrogen Bomb. Pravda announced that Russia 
had exploded a hydrogen bomb. It said that the explosion showed that 
the strength of the hydrogen bomb was ‘many times greater than the 
power of atomic bombs’. 

21 Aug.—_Germany. An east German delegation (see p. 496) arrived 
in Moscow. 

22 Aug.—Georgia. Tiflis Radio announced that Mr Bizhanov and 
Mr Melidze, deputy Ministers in Georgia for State Control and Local 
Industry respectively, had been transferred to other work. 

Azerbaijan. It was announced that Mr Sumbatov, deputy Premier 
of Azerbaijan, had been dismissed and stripped of honours. 

East Germany. Speaking at a Government reception in honour of 
the east German delegation, Mr Malenkov said that Germany was 
passing through the most important phase in her history. It fell to the 
German Democratic Republic to carry out the historic task of thwarting 
the plans of the aggressive Powers, restoring her national unity, and 
developing a peace-loving democratic State. He violently attacked the 
Federal Government declaring that it did not want unification but 
aimed at perpetuating the division of Germany and reviving German 
militarism, and he described the German Contract, which he asserted 
split Germany and turned her into the vassal of a foreign State, as worse 
than Versailles. 

_ 23 Aug.—Soviet-East German Agreement. A communiqué was 
issued announcing the signing of a protocol by Mr Malenkov and Herr 
Grotewohl, east German Prime Minister. The agreement provided 
that: (1) All reparations payments by east Germany would be cancelled 
from 1 January 1954. The protocol stated that the balance still owing 
amounted to $2,537 m. at 1938 world prices. (2) Russia would return to 
east Germany industrial enterprises taken over after the war, comprising 
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thirty-three steel mills, chemical works, and engineering plants of 
a total value of 2,700 m. marks. A joint Soviet-German commission 
would supervise the return. In addition, the Soviet Government had 
agreed to cancel a debt of 430 m. marks contracted by east Germany in 
connection with the return of sixty-six industrial enterprises. The 
protocol said that all these industrial enterprises were believed to account 
for 30 per cent of total east German production. (3) Soviet occupation 
costs would be limited to 5 per cent of the east German national 
income and must in no case exceed the total for the year 1949. In accord. 
ance with this limitation the indebtedness of the German Democratic 
Republic would be 1,600 m. marks in 1954 (compared with 1,950 m, 
marks in 1953 and 2,182 m. marks in 1949). (4) All foreign debts which 
had arisen in connection with reparations payments would be can- 
celled. 

The communiqué stated that the Soviet Government had promised to 
pardon all German prisoners of war who had been sentenced for 
offences committed during hostilities, except those guilty of ‘particularly 
grave crimes against peace and humanity’. The Soviet Government also 
undertook to grant the German Democratic Government a credit of 
485 m. roubles—135 m. in freely convertible currency—at 2 per cent 
payable over two years from 1955. In addition, agreement had been 
reached concerning the delivery of commodities from Russia, such a 
foodstuffs, coal, rolled steel, copper, lead, aluminium, and cotton, toa 
value of 290 m. roubles—over and above the value of the current trade 
agreement. 

In regard to the peace treaty, the communiqué stated that a peace 
conference should be called as soon as possible and that, both at the 
conference and in all stages of preparation of the treaty, the participation 
of German representatives must be guaranteed. A provisional all- 
German Government should be formed whose first task would be to 
prepare and conduct free elections without the interference of foreign 
States. Both Governments agreed to raise their diplomatic missions to 
the rank of embassies. 

27 Aug.—Ministerial Changes. Moscow Radio reported that the 
Supreme Soviet had approved the release from office of three deputy 
Premiers—M. Bessonov, A. M. Prokofiev, and B. P. Proferansov— 
and the appointment of P. P. Lobansov as first deputy Premier and of 
V. A. Maslov, D. I. Alekhin, and V. I. Ivanov as deputy Premiers. 

Moscow Radio also reported that the Supreme Soviet had approved 
the 1953 budget. 

29 Aug.—Austrian Treaty: Note to Western Powers. In identical 
replies to the western Notes of 17 August proposing a meeting of the 
deputies on 31 August, the Soviet Government objected that the 
western Powers had again not agreed to return to consideration of the 
1949 draft of the Austrian treaty and had not stated whether they would 
withdraw the abbreviated treaty of 1952. It refused to accept the prot 
conditions for such a withdrawal which were contained in the weste! 
Note, and it also pointed out that the Austrian Note to Russia of 19 
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August showed that the Austrian Government had not repudiated its 
objections to the draft treaty of 1949. The Note stated that the confer- 
ssion MME ence of deputies was not a permanent organ and that even the calling 
had HEE of such a conference lay within the competence of the Council of 
ny in Foreign Ministers. The Soviet Government reaffirmed that ‘possible 
The MME successes in solving the German problem would also assist in the 
‘ount ME solution of the Austrian problem’. 

ation Note to Austria. In a Note to Austria the Soviet Government com- 
ional plained that the Austrian Note of 19 August had not replied satisfactorily 
cord: MEE to the Soviet Note of 29 July. It again insisted upon a definite reply to the 
cratic MN question whether the Austrian Government continued to support the 
‘om, ME ‘abbreviated treaty’ and whether it stood by the statement in its 
vhich HE memorandum of 31 July 1952 that further negotiations on the basis of 
can- fe the earlier draft State treaty were impossible. 

31 Aug.— Repatriation of Prisoners. Pravda denounced the special 
ed to Me U.N. commission on the repatriation of German and Japanese prisoners 
1 for HB and accused the United States of ‘trying to raise a provocative hue and 
larly HB cry’ around a long-settled question. It quoted Tass’s statement of 
t also fl 22 April 1950 that there were only 13,532 German and 2,458 Japanese 
lit of HMR prisoners still held, all of whom were charged with crimes. 

cent 1 Sept.—Further Soviet atomic explosion (see United States). 

been Concession to Austria (see Austria). 

ch a 2 Sept.—Western Note re Four-Power Conference. Identical 
, toa MB Notes in reply to the Soviet Notes of 4 and 15 August were received 
trade ME from the three western Powers. After stating that, to avoid prolonging 
sterile discussion, no reply would be made to Soviet criticisms of the 
three Powers’ policy, the Note insisted that the meeting of the Foreign 
Ministers should confine itself to discussion of German problems and 
the Austrian treaty. It pointed out that study of some of the other 
major questions had already been entrusted to international organiza- 
tions, such as the political conference on Korea where the Chinese 
People’s Republic would be represented, and that therefore the latter’s 
participation at the Foreign Ministers conference could not be justified. 
The Note rejected the Soviet Government’s proposals, declaring that 
they were complicated, that they would result in indefinite postpone- 
ment of free elections, and that any all-German Government which 
was not formed as a result of free elections would not be qualified to 
take decisions affecting a united Germany’s future. The three Powers 
therefore repeated that the Foreign Ministers should first concentrate 
on the question of free elections and the status of the future German 
Government, and they pointed out that in their Note of 15 July they 
atical MBhad not made the establishment of an investigation commission a prior 
f the MMcondition. The western Powers also stated that they had never consid- 
; the Miered the re-establishment of Austria’s independence as dependent on a 
f the MMsolution of the German problem. They considered that the two ques- 
ould M#ns were quite distinct and that nothing should prevent the conclu- 
priot imsion of the Austrian treaty. The Note finally renewed the invitation to 
stem meeting of the four Foreign Ministers and proposed that it should 
of 19 Make place in Lugano on 15 October. 
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VATICAN CITY. 27 Aug..—Spain. A concordat was signed at th 
Vatican between the Holy See and Spain. It established that Roma 
Catholicism was recognized as the sole religion of the Spanish nation 
but it also provided that the Spanish State should uphold article 6 ¢ 
the Spanish constitution which laid down that no one might be molestej 
for the individual practice of non-Catholic cults. 


YUGOSLAVIA. 21 Aug.— Rumania. Yugoslavia protested to Rumani; 
about eighteen assaults by Rumanian frontier guards in the past twenty 
days. The Note pointed out that the assaults had taken place while tally 
were in progress concerning the setting-up of a mixed border commis. 
sion. 

28 Aug.—Trieste. The Yugopress agency stated that because of 
Italy’s failure to respond to Yugoslavia’s ‘conciliatory attitude’ ove 
Trieste, the Government would have to re-examine the whole question, 
It added that this reconsideration was expected to yield results whic 
were ‘inevitable’ in the situation created by the ‘process of cold annew- 
tion of Trieste practised by Italy’ (see Italy for Italian reactions). 

30 Aug.—Tanjug stated that Italian press comments and report 
about the alleged Yugoslav intention to annex Zone B of the Trieste 
Free Territory were officially regarded as a ‘calculated provocation’, 3 
were also ‘declarations and diplomatic and other steps’ taken by Italian 
Government leaders. 

A Foreign Office spokesman denied that the statement of 28 August 
regarding Trieste indicated that Yugoslavia contemplated a firme 
annexation of the Yugoslav zone—as interpreted by Italians. 

In a speech in Slovenia, Dr Bebler, Under Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, accused the Allied Military Government in Zone A of suppor 
ing Italy’s attempts to acquire Trieste and part of the Slovene littoral. 
He said that because of the attitude of the three Powers who signed the 
1948 declaration Yugoslavia was sceptical that a neutral Governor 
appointed by the Security Council in accordance with the peace treaty, 
for which the Italians were asking, would be truly impartial and would 
correct the mistakes of the Anglo-American administration of Zone 4 
in respect of the Slovene population. Yugoslavia, he said, demanded 
a democratic solution and a redress of injustices. 

31 Aug.—The envoys of the three western Powers called on Dr 
Bebler to seek the Government’s views regarding the Trieste situation. 

Tanjug reported that twenty-three armed Italian soldiers had a 
vanced in battle formation fifty metres into Yugoslav territory ne 
Nova Gorica, north of Trieste, and had only withdrawn after bei 
twice ordered to do so by a Yugoslav patrol (see Italy for Italian dema 

Hungary. Diplomatic relations were resumed with Hungary wit 
the appointment of Mr Kurinski as Hungarian Minister in Belgrate 

1 Sept.—Trieste. Protest to Italy and Italian reply (see Jtaly). 

2 Sept.—Mr Bebler had further talks with the three western envo)s 

Belgrade Radio reported that movements of Italian army units nei 
the Yugoslav border were being continued. 


PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN AT THE BROADWATER PRESS, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, HERTFORDSHM 


